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Letter by Reverend Father Etienne de Carheil to
Monsieur Louis Hector de Callieres, governor.

At MICHILIMAKINA,

the 3oth of august, 1702.
ONSEIGNEUR,

M Could I have Believed that my going down
below would have been of any greater use to
you than have been all the letters that I have Writ-
ten to you continually, during fifteen Entire years,—
for the purpose of informing you exactly, as in God’s
sight, according to Truth, according to my Con-
science, of all That was absolutely necessary for the
advancement of our missions and for the welfare of
the Colony,—I would not have failed to go down;
and I would have made it my duty to go to explain
to you verbally what I might not have sufficiently
made known in my letters. But, as I have omitted
nothing that I Considered myself obliged to let
you Know, and as I do not see what could have been
added to so many letters, I am fully Convinced that
my going down could only have been useless to you,
after all the Information that has been conveyed to
you respecting the condition in which we have been
up to the present, and in which we still are to-day.
But, even if I had Never Written to you, It was
only necessary to have seen all That is to be seen
every day at Montreal, and That you yourself have
only too often seen, to enable you to carry back to
france enough to give Information to his majesty,



